New Zealand’s Primary Sectors 
New Zealand’s primary industries have a pivotal role in New Zealand economy and contribute around 64% of total exports from the country. The primary sectors include: agriculture, dairy manufacturing, equine, forestry, horticulture, seafood, and sports turf. 
In the Agriculture Sector 
The main agricultural products are; 

1. Dairying. 
This is New Zealand’s largest export earner, with $13230 million in 2016. While prices and production fell in the 2015-16 season, they have both recovered. The majority of the milk produced is used in manufacturing. 

2. Meat and Wool 
Meat (beef, lamb, venison) and wool exports totalled $9055 million in 2016. On an annual basis, New Zealand produces about 427,000 tonnes of lamb and 106,000 tonnes of mutton, which represent approximately 6% of world production. New Zealanders consume about 12 kilograms of lamb (and 12 kilograms of mutton) per person a year. However, about 90%of New Zealand’s lamb production is exported and accounts for 75% of world lamb meat trade.
Beef and sheep numbers are expected to decline in 2017. The dairy industry is making a contribution to beef production. Culled dairy cows and bulls originating from dairy herds now contribute approximately 50% of all annual beef exports.
Wool exports are expected to remain strong over 2017. New Zealand is the world’s largest producer and exporter of crossbred wool, second only to Australia in the volume of all wool exported.
New Zealand is the major world market supplier of venison and one of the main suppliers of deer velvet. Venison exports continue to grow.
3. Arable 
Increased global food demand is driving growth for vegetable seed exports. The main arable crops grown in New Zealand are barley, wheat, maize grain, and oats. They are mainly growing in Canterbury and Southland. Arable exports totalled $202 million in 2016.
The dairy manufacturing sector

This huge area is a separate sector to dairying in the agriculture sector and covers everything that milk is manufactured into:
e.g. ice cream, butter, yoghurt, casein (protein product), milk powder
The horticulture sector
Higher production of kiwifruit and pip fruit, and favourable exchange rates led to a record year in 2016, with exports from this sector totalling $5015 million. The main horticultural products are:

Fruit

Grapes (viticulture) production is now huge in NZ. We export to the UK, Australia and the USA

Kiwifruit - Gold kiwifruit is very popular overseas. New breeds are being developed to try and beat the disease killing the green varieties

Apples and pears - New Zealand is a huge player in the pip fruit industry and is the main country developing new varieties.

Vegetables

Onions - This is our main fresh export horticultural crop
Squash - The second fresh export crop (Squash is pumpkin)

Potatoes - The main processed exported vegetables (chips, hash browns etc)

The Forestry Sector
Forestry exports totalled $5069 million in 2016 and are predicted to increase as harvesting increases. The forestry sector is broken up into 5 areas:

1) Wood production
      This is the growing , care and harvesting of trees
2) Saw milling and remanufacturing
     This is the cutting up of the log into pieces that are used for structural 
     timber (house framing) or for remanufactured products such as finger 
     jointed mouldings.

3) Wood panels

      Veneer and plywood are made from high quality logs. Particle board and 
      MDF are made from sawdust, shavings and wood chips left over from 
      cutting logs
4) Pulp, paper and tissue
      Paper and cardboard are made from logs that are too small for solid wood 
      products or from bits left over after milling

5) Furniture
     This includes furniture making, cabinet making, upholstery manufacturing
      and finishing (polishing)

The seafood sector
Wild seafood exports have steadily increased, limited by our sustainable catch limits, with aquaculture expansions increasing export volumes. Sector exports totalled $1789 million in 2016. The seafood sector is broken up into:

1) Harvesting of all wild seafood including fish and shell fish

2) Aquaculture - growing and harvesting fish and shell fish in marine farms e.g. salmon and mussels

3) Processing of seafood - this is the area of the sector that employs the most people.

The export revenue for other agribusiness sectors in 2016 as listed below totalled $2374 million.

The Equine sector
The horse industry covers areas such as:

· Semen exporting

· Breeding and selling of race horses

· TAB betting



The sports turf sector
This area includes:

· City councils- parks/gardens , public sports fields

· Companies that are contracted by the council to look after sports fields

· Schools (ground staff)

· Race courses, bowling greens and golf courses

Other

Strong growth is being seen in exports of innovative processed foods, honey, live animals and other products.
