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Unit 12: Pasture Production
	Unit 12: Pasture Production
	Time Allowed:  9 hours

	Resources: 
· PPT Pasture Production

	Links to other resources

	Key
Concepts
	Specific Learning Outcomes
	Learning
Experiences & Practices
	Resources

	· New Zealand agriculture is based on pasture as a feed for ruminant animals.

	· Discuss what is pasture?
Discuss the reasons why NZ agriculture is based on pasture and the importance of this to the economy.
	· Prior knowledge activity (link back to other units e.g. dairy, sheep, beef))
· Terminology mix and match
	· PPT Pasture Production
· Pasture Glossary
· Pasture Production I have who has
· Pasture Terminology Word Find

	· Types of pasture and pasture plants.
	· Discuss the types of pasture found in New Zealand.
· Discuss the main pasture plants (perennial ryegrass and white clover
State the advantages and disadvantages of pasture as a food for animals.
	· Using samples of fresh pasture f- students to discover the main pasture plants including weeds.
· Examples of perennial ryegrass and white clover

	· PPT Pasture production

	· How is pasture measured.
	· Discuss the difference methods of measuring pasture?
· Discuss why farmers measure pasture.
What is drymatter and why is it used as a pasture measurement?
	· Get a farmer in to talk to the class or use classes knowledge to find out how pasture is measured.
· Have a go at using a pasture plate meter.
	· PPT Pasture production

	· Grazing systems.
	· Describe different grazing management systems and explain when and why they are used. 
	· Prior knowledge from a farm visit link back grazing system.
	· PPT Pasture production
· PPT Grazing systems

	· Matching feed supply with feed demand.

	· Explain why it is important to match pasture growth and animal requirements.
· Describe methods of pasture conservation.
	· Draw pasture growth curves.
· Bring in samples of hay, silage and baleage for students to see, touch and smell.
	· PPT Pasture production
· PPT Pasture growth curve
· Pasture Growth Rates (Ex)
· PPT Baleage
· PPT Hay making
· PPY silage
· Supplementary Feeding Word Find

	· How pests and weeds affect pasture production.
	· Identify common pasture weeds and pests
	· Go for a walk to the sports field and a waste area close to school and look at pasture weeds. 
· Get students to look for any pasture pests
	· PPT Pasture Production
· PPT pasture & crop Weeds
· PPT pasture pests
· Common pasture and crop weeds (WS)
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