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Internal Assessment Resource

Accounting Level 2
	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91481 version 2
Demonstrate understanding of a topical accounting issue for decision-making

	Resource title: Community Stakeholder Interests

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the Standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 2

To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA
NZQA Approved Number A-A-02-2015-91481-02-5381

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource 

Accounting 91481: Demonstrate understanding of a topical accounting issue for decision-making
Resource reference: Accounting 2.5
Resource title: Community Stakeholder Interests 
Credits: 4
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Accounting 91481. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the Standard and assessing students against it. 

Context/setting 

This activity requires students to create a presentation in which they demonstrate their understanding of how a topical accounting issue – community stakeholder interests – impacts on decision-making for an entity. 

For any entity, community stakeholder interests can impact on its decision-making in multiple ways. These can be explored in relation to any or all of economic, environmental, social, and cultural bottom lines.

The students should be able to select an entity from several options (these could be arrived at via class discussion or be decided by individuals). In either case the teacher should approve the suitability of the entity. The entity may be an actual entity or ‘a case study of an entity’.

This resource could be adapted for other topical accounting issues. The Achievement Standard provides the following wide-ranging, non-exclusive list of possibilities. The added brackets suggest how the first issue could be explored.

· the use of cloud computing (for example, how it impacts on the decision-making of the entity if it is looking for secure storage of data or purchasing new software or hardware)

· student loans

· saving for retirement

· an ethical dilemma

· a capital investment project

· managing sustainability

· interest rate management

· managing foreign exchange.

Conditions 

It is suggested that students be given six weeks of in and out-of-class time to research and complete their presentations.

The presentation could be, for example, a group presentation, a documentary, a poster presentation, or a PowerPoint presentation – accompanied by hand-out material where appropriate. A written report should not be considered the default format. 

Group research is to be encouraged. If wished, the standard could be assessed entirely via group work. If this is done, the teacher must put in place a means of ensuring that all students are full contributors to the end product. This could be, for example, the requirement that each student keeps a log or diary in which they maintain a brief running record of actions, who did what, thinking, problems, decisions, progress, etc.

Resource requirements 
· Internet access for research.

· Computer access for creating presentations (and, possibly, maintaining digital diaries).

· Data projector for presentations.

Internal Assessment Resource 
Accounting 91481: Demonstrate understanding of a topical accounting issue for decision-making
Resource reference: Accounting 2.5
Resource title: Community Stakeholder Interests
Credits: 4
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Demonstrate understanding of a topical accounting issue for decision-making.
	Demonstrate an in-depth understanding of a topical accounting issue for decision-making.
	Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of a topical accounting issue for decision-making.


Student instructions 
Introduction 
Accounting has traditionally been thought of as the art of recording, summarising, reporting, and analysing financial transactions, with particular emphasis on owner or shareholder wealth. However, in recent decades there has been increasing interest in non-financial measures such as community stakeholder interests in its various forms: economic, environmental, social, and cultural. This has come about as the public, consumers, and shareholders have pressured businesses to consider their responsibilities to society and the environment. 
In this activity you will look at St Paul's Collegiate School and investigate how the issue of community stakeholder interests influences its decision-making. You will then put your findings into a PowerPoint presentation. It may be accompanied by hand-out material.
You can work in a small group to research the issue but each student needs to hand in a presentation.

You will have six weeks of in and out-of-class time to complete the task.
You will be assessed on the depth and comprehensiveness of your understanding of the issue. 

Task
St Paul's Collegiate School has taken community stakeholder interests and considerations into account in its decision-making. 

Investigate the decision making process that St Paul's Collegiate School followed to consider introducing Agribusiness as a stand-alone subject.

Research this decision making process by reading publicly available information and/or interviewing a senior person in the entity (owner, manager, or accountant) to find out how introducing Agribusiness as a stand–alone subject in to the senior curriculum of St Paul's Collegiate School affected their decision-making.

You will present a PowerPoint presentation. It may be accompanied by hand-out material.
Introduction

· Briefly state what you are planning to cover in your presentation.

· Briefly describe St Paul's Collegiate School, what they do, how they are structured, number of people involved, who is in charge of decision-making, etc.

· Explain what community stakeholder interests – economic, environmental, social, and cultural – are. Incorporate relevant financial and non-financial information (explaining what community stakeholder interests means in accounting terms and how and why it is a topical issue).

Development

· Explain which aspect(s) of community stakeholder interests have significant influence on the decisions regarding the senior curriculum that are made by (and in) St Paul's Collegiate School, and how and why they have this influence.

· Justify how and why the introduction of Agribusiness as a stand-alone subject in the senior curriculum affects St Paul's Collegiate School by showing how decisions made for community stakeholder interests impact on the future and viability of St Paul's Collegiate School.

Conclusion

· Draw a conclusion that justifies the importance of community stakeholder interests to St Paul's Collegiate School’s decision-making. 
· Reference all your sources.

· Submit the completed presentation.

Assessment schedule: Accounting 91481 Community stakeholder interests
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student demonstrates understanding of a topical accounting issue (community stakeholder interests) for decision-making. 

They create a PowerPoint presentation in which they describe how community stakeholder interests impacts on the decision-making of St Paul's Collegiate School.
In their presentation they:

· describe St Paul's Collegiate School, what they do, how they are structured, number of people involved, etc
· describe what community stakeholder interests are – economic, environmental, social, cultural – incorporating both financial and non-financial information

· describe with examples what aspects of community stakeholder interests influence the decision-making of St Paul's Collegiate School, and how they do this. 

· draw a conclusion about the importance of community stakeholder interests considerations in St Paul's Collegiate School’s decision-making. This conclusion aligns with the information presented.


	The student demonstrates in-depth understanding of a topical accounting issue (community stakeholder interests) for decision-making.

They create a PowerPoint presentation in which they explain how community stakeholder interests impacts on the decision-making of St Paul's Collegiate School.
In their presentation they:

· describe St Paul's Collegiate School, what they do, how they are structured, number of people involved, etc
· explain what community stakeholders interests are – economic, environmental, social, cultural – incorporating both financial and non-financial information

· explain with examples how community stakeholder interests influences the decision-making of St Paul's Collegiate School. 

· draw a conclusion that explains the importance of community stakeholder interests considerations in St Paul's Collegiate School’s decision-making. This conclusion aligns with the information presented.


	The student demonstrates comprehensive understanding of a topical accounting issue (community stakeholder interests) for decision-making. 

They create a PowerPoint presentation in which they justify how community stakeholder interests impacts on the decision-making of St Paul's Collegiate School.
In their presentation they:

· describe St Paul's Collegiate School, what they do, how they are structured, number of people involved, etc
· explain what community stakeholder interests are – economic, environmental, social, cultural – incorporating both financial and non-financial information

· justify why community stakeholder interests are important to St Paul's Collegiate School.
· justify how and why community stakeholder interests influences the decision-making of St Paul's Collegiate School. 

· draw a conclusion that justifies the importance that St Paul's Collegiate School places on community stakeholders interests when making decisions. The conclusion aligns with the information presented.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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