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Grant Ridings on Jenerayations
Farm, Kerepehi.

Organic co-op set
for expansion

SUDESH KISSUN
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NEW ZEALAND’S only
organic dairy cooperative
is ready for its next phase
of product development
and growth.

Organic Dairy Hub
Cooperative NZ (ODH)
has appointed a new chief
executive and is look-
ing to expand its product
range this season.

Clay Fulcher, until
recently the national sales
manager at Fonterra sub-
sidiary NZ Agbiz Ltd,
was introduced to ODH
farmer shareholders at its
annual meeting in Taupo
two weeks ago.

ODH executive direc-
tor Sharon Shannon told
Dairy News that Fulcher
has an extensive back-
ground in the dairy indus-
try and is pleased to lead
the co-op into the next
phase of development and
growth.

The 100% farmer
owned ODH supplies
organic milk to local
dairy processors includ-
ing Goodman Fielder,
Green Valley Dairies, °
Lewis Road Creamery
and Kawerau Dairies. It
also produces a range
of organic milk powder
from A2 cows for domes-

tic and export markets.

Shannon says ODH
is “very clear on strategy
and where we are looking
to take this business, for
our shareholders”.

“ODH is providing the
whole package for share-
holders — a true co-op
that prides itself on look-
ing out for each other.

“Our farmers all have
farm gate numbers but no
one is just a number, All
shareholders personally
know each other.

“Directors and senior
management are accessi-
ble and available to all our
shareholders.

“We live and breathe
our culture and our
values, we provide organic
practical support and we
support our in-conver-
sion farmers through the
process of conversion.
We provide shareholder
buying power for organic
products and we form
longstanding business
reladonships that provide
stability for our business
and our shareholders.”

‘While ODH is cur-
rently at full capacity, it
has a waiting list of farms
wanting to supply the
CO-Op.

Shannon says ODH
is interested in talking
to any farmers already
organic or interested

in changing their farm-
ing system to a biological
organic system.

“For us it’s about
building the relationship
with them and under-
standing what they need
from us as much as what
we need from them.”

ODH fully supports
farms changing from con-
ventional farming prac-

tices to organic farming.

Shannon did not
divulge the milk price
paid to its farmer suppli-
ers but says ODH is “just

not about the milk price”.

“It’s about how we
can wrap our co-op arms
around all our farmers
and make them highly
efficient on farm and in
their business to drive
profitability.

“ODH has the coun-

try’s most experienced
and successful biologi-
cal organic farmers, from
in-conversion farmers
to farmers 25 years into
organics.

“We have some of
the most forward think-
ing farmers and business
people in the country who
had the passion and vision
to create a true co-op out
of real collaboration.”
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From left: Colin May, FIL, Jenny and Ray Ridings
and ODH executive director Sharon Shannon.

FARMERS GET AWARDS
FOR QUALITY MILK
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AT ITS recenit annual Bmmn__,ﬁ in Taupo, Organic
_um_d‘ _.._:& He_u_.c gaveout Emga_ Farm of
>88E§_§3m%§ recycled scrap
metal, was donated by Adrian Worsley Art. Prizes
were na:mnmn E m_.:

‘Kerepehi- d Jene ns Farm, owned
by the zﬁ_umm w&:_? won the Su award, for
‘supplying ODH the finest grade milk all season.
Farrand Farms, Northland and Roydon Phillips,
Taranaki' came wmno:n andthird.

ODH executive director Sharon Shannon says
the co-opis proud of the naﬂ:QR 3=x mcnu__mn
by its farmers and its sharef .

“ODH farmers c_.ﬁm—mew:a&m _,c= mocimw
of milk from the time the shed lights goon'in
the morming to the consumer enjoying theend
product.”

Farms supplying are located in most regions
of the Morth Island: from Northland to South
Wairarapa, and from Taranaki across Walkato to
Bay of Plenty.

“We havea :_ﬂmuama&wm:dianrmnoem

us to service all areas of the North Istand,” says
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' CATTLE RESTRAINING BAR

The P&Pd Cattle Restraining Bar provides an alternative
to ropes, chains and batons when restraining
%L, cattle in stalls, vet races or Herringbone

- milking sheds.

DOLOMITE

NZ’s finest BioGro certified Mg fertiliser
For a delivered price call... 0800 436 566

ph 027-573 0566.

Visit our site at www.papd.co.nz
for more information and see the bar in attion.
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