Soil Texture Feel Test
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Get a small sample of the soil, about the size of a golf ball and add water.


Squeeze the ball until it becomes malleable.


Roll into a ball.





The ball crumbs easily or can not be made.





The ball remains intact when squeezed





The soil is either too wet or too dry: add more water or soil as appropriate.





The soil is neither too wet nor too dry but still crumples easily: then the soil sample is SAND





Form the ball into as long a worm as you can by rolling it 





The worm can not be made longer than 2 to 3 cm





Worm forms 3 to 6 cm long before breaking: then the soil sample is a CLAY LOAM





The worm can be made longer than 6 cm: then the soil sample is CLAY





Rub a small pinch between you thumb and forefinger.





Feels gritty: the soil sample is a SANDY LOAM





Doesn’t feel gritty: the soil sample is a SILT LOAM








