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Good news for NZ produce in Europe

EUROPEAN CONSUMP-  intheberrysector (fresh  stagnant levels over in the coming five years,
TION growth of ‘non-sta-  and frozen), van Rijswick  recentyears. as fresh-cut and frozen
ple’ fruits like kiwifruit says. Significant growth is “Another high growth fruit and vegetables gain
and branded premium foreseen over the next five category is avocados; this market share from the
apples represent good years. is a global phenomenon, whole fresh and preserved
news for New Zealand’s The health attributes  just like berries.” categories due to their
horticulture sector, says of berries and their versa- In contrast, Ms van ‘value’ proposition.
Cindyvan Rijswick tility as an ingredient in Rijswick says, ‘staple’
"~ “Indeed, out of all smoothies and dairy prod-  fruits and fresh vege- Growth in European
"~ ern hemisphere ucts is also behind the tables are expected to consumption of ‘non staple’
B . . fruits represents good news
Tcountries, NZ upswing in demand, she show stable and, in some for New Zealand brand
o0 2. positioned to says. cases, declining growth kiwifruit and apples.
;antage of this,” “We are also =
LS. forecasting a revival in
NZhasagoodreputa-  the demand for stone s
tion for high-quality fruit,  fruit,” she says, driven ‘
efficient growers and by investment in new
strong exporters.” varieties, which is
This trend to premium  expected to ramp up
products has also helped demand for plums and
particularly strong growth  peaches from fairly

ASIAN OPPORTUNITIES

CINDY VAN RIJSWICK says while demand from
Asia for fruit and vegetables is increasing, Europeis
not expected to become a significant supplier into
the Asian market. The opportunities in Asia for NZ
horticulture :oim<m~ arevery moon o
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tural sector to tapinto, she says.

“NZiswell UOmEo:mu to Eu intothe Asian
market. NZ exporters have been able to diversify
their exports over a large number of countries in
Europe, which makes them very resilient. Resilience
and robustness are becoming increasingly impor-
tant with the uncertainty and volatility we see glob-
ally. High dependence on only one market is risky
in today's fickle global geopolitical and economic

climate."

Ms van Rijswick says she does not foresee
Europe and NZ becoming fierce competitorsin
fresh fruit and vegetable export markets; however
the frozen and processed market will remain
competitive. "Especially for frozen processed pota-
toes, which s Europe’s second largest fruit and
vegetable export product,” she says.




