Elsewhere in this publication reference is made

to the significant value that lifestyle and amenity
horticulture adds to peoples' lives. The understanding
and appreciation of this value is expected to increase
as people recognise the importance of achieving a

remain many parts of the world’s cities and landscapes
that can be transformed by the planting of amenity
and lifestyle plants and flowers.

Whilst the foreseeable future has a number of
challenges and opportunities, the future of horticulture

healthy lifestyle and a healthy environment. There

Many opportunities for horticulture arise from
a number of the current challenges.

is full of growth, potential and promise.

It is important that producers and marketers
understand the basis upon which consumers

buy food, as availability and price are not the only
criteria as is demonstrated in the following two
graphs from different markets.

It is also important to realise that consumer
behaviour changes over time as their knowledge
and incomes increase and social influences
change.
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Modern consumers have a Wide choice in what is
available to them but are discerning in what they
purchase. PHOTO: UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS

Food attributes influencing consumer purchase decisions (as nominated by market)
SOURCE: BEYOND PRICE AND QUALITY, DEPT OF RURAL AFFAIRS, VICTORIA, 2004
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Taste/flavour
Freshness
Appearance/packaging
Brand/image
Health/nutrition

Clean/chemical free

0 5 10 15 20 25
Comparative ranking

Much is made of the ‘carbon footprints’ that are generated as a consequence of shipping fresh
produce from distant producers.

The reality is that sea freight is highly efficient and carbon footprints for many products can be
predominantly from inefficient production practices, road transport through distribution chains
and inefficient consumer behaviour. Fruit and vegetables shipped from the Southern Hemisphere
to Europe often have smaller carbon footprints than similar produce grown and then carried by
road transport within the EU. In some instances the consumer makes a larger carbon foctprint
after purchase, for example by driving to a supermarket to purchase a single product.

Q. Are eonsumers aware of where carbon footprints occur — or do they solely think in terms
of freight from another continent?
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