METHANE INFORMATION.
The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries has long collected statistics of stock food consumption according to stock classification, in units known as "stock units". A stock unit (s.u.) is the metabolisable energy required annually as feed by a standard breeding ewe of 55 kg bearing, on average, 1.20 lambs and rearing 1.05 to weaning. The MAF statistics comprise a census for each stock classification, and an aggregation of these into total stock units (by weighting with the s.u.-equivalent). For example, a dairy cow has an annual feed demand of 7.0 stock units.
On the basis of the energy requirement of the 'standard breeding ewe', Lassey et al (1992) deduce a methane emission under NZ animal husbandry conditions of 11.5 kg CH4 per s.u (ie around 80kg methane/cow/year. – or 99kg LPG gas bottles equilivant!!

Breeding and feed types are the areas that they are looking at to potentially address this but its all research at present.

