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[bookmark: _Hlk207800536]New Zealand Native Taonga Species (Native Flora and Fauna)
Birds (Manu)
· Kiwi – Iconic flightless bird, national symbol.
· Kea – Highly intelligent alpine parrot.
· Kākāpō – Critically endangered nocturnal parrot.
· Tūī – Known for beautiful song and iridescent feathers.
· Kākā – Forest parrot, closely related to kea.
· Kererū – Native wood pigeon, seed disperser.
· Pīwakawaka (Fantail) – Friendly, flitting insect-eater.
Plants (Rākau/Ngahere)
· Harakeke (Flax) – Used for weaving, rope, clothing.
· Pīngao – Dune plant used in weaving tukutuku panels.
· Kauri – Giant native tree; culturally sacred.
· Kōwhai – Yellow flowering tree, attracts birds.
· Mānuka/Kānuka – Healing plants used in rongoā Māori (traditional medicine).
· Rimu / Tōtara / Kahikatea – Timber trees used in waka and carving.
Marine Life (Moana)
· Pāua (Abalone) – Shell used in adornments; meat is a delicacy.
· Kaimoana (Seafood) like:
· Koura (Crayfish)
· Tuatua / Pipi / Kūtai (Shellfish)
· Inanga (Whitebait)
· Tohora (Whale) – Bone used in carving; spiritually significant.
· Hector’s Dolphin / Māui Dolphin – Endemic and endangered.
Reptiles and Insects
· Tuatara – Ancient reptile, unique to NZ.
· Wētā – Giant flightless insect, unique to Aotearoa.
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