Pests That Affect New Zealand Aotearoa Biodiversity
Animal pests and threats A – Z- https://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/pests-and-threats/animal-pests-and-threats/
Our pest control methods
https://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/pests-and-threats/methods-of-control/

Pests, diseases and invasive organisms affecting New Zealand biodiversity
Some introduced pests, diseases and other unwanted organisms can have major effects on New Zealand’s native plants, animals and ecosystems. They can prey on native species, compete for food and habitat, damage vegetation, spread disease or change ecosystems. 
Biosecurity helps prevent new pests and diseases from entering New Zealand and helps manage those already present. 
Mammalian pests
· Rats (kiore, ship rats and Norway rats) – eat native birds, eggs, chicks, insects, seeds and other native species. 
· Stoats – prey on native birds, reptiles and other animals. 
· Ferrets – prey on birds, reptiles and small mammals. 
· Weasels – eat native birds, reptiles and insects. 
· Possums – eat native plants, fruits, insects, birds and eggs. 
· Feral cats – hunt native birds, lizards, insects and other wildlife. 
· Feral pigs – damage vegetation and soil and eat native plants and animals. 
· Goats – browse native vegetation and can prevent native plants from regenerating. 
· Deer – browse native vegetation and can change forest structure. 
· Rabbits and hares – eat plants and compete with native species for food. 
Insect and other invertebrate pests
· Wasps – compete with native insects and birds for food and prey on native insects. 
· Argentine ants – compete with native insects and can disrupt ecosystems. 
· Scale insects and other plant pests – damage plants and can affect native vegetation. 
· Exotic beetles and other introduced insects – some can damage native plants or compete with native species. 
Pest plants and invasive weeds
· Gorse – forms dense stands that can replace native vegetation. 
· Wilding pines – spread into native ecosystems and can change habitats and landscapes. 
· Privet – invades native vegetation and competes with native plants. 
· Old man's beard (Clematis vitalba) – climbs over and smothers native plants and trees. 
· Climbing asparagus – forms dense growth and competes with native vegetation. 
Diseases affecting native biodiversity
· Kauri dieback – caused by the soil-borne pathogen Phytophthora agathidicida. It infects kauri through their roots, restricting the movement of water and nutrients and eventually killing the tree. 
· Myrtle rust – a fungal disease that attacks plants in the myrtle family, including species such as pōhutukawa, mānuka and rātā. It can damage or kill susceptible plants and threatens native ecosystems. 
· H5N1 avian influenza (bird flu) – a highly contagious viral disease that affects wild and domestic birds. It can cause severe disease and death, particularly in some bird species
Invasive freshwater and marine organisms
· Didymo (rock snot) – an invasive freshwater alga that can form thick mats and affect freshwater habitats and ecosystems. DOC identifies didymo as one of the unwanted organisms that can threaten New Zealand's biodiversity. 
· Freshwater gold clam (Corbicula fluminea) – an invasive freshwater clam that can reproduce rapidly, reach high densities and potentially compete with native species for food. It is currently present in parts of the North Island and is classified as an unwanted organism. 
· Exotic caulerpa – invasive seaweeds that can spread across the seafloor and affect marine habitats and biodiversity

