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DELIVERING AGRIBUSINESS TO NZ SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Karn Dhaliwal

Karn's journey into the primary sector was
never confined to a single lane. Raised on a
small-scale dairy farm, he experienced the
realities of farming early. Karn’s parents
were hard workers, yet financial returns were
often tight. That environment shaped his
thinking, not by discouraging him, but by
pushing him to question what farming could
look like if done differently.

This mindset followed Karn through his
education journey. Karn attended Hamilton
Boys' High School where he studied
Agricultural Science, before continuing to
Massey University, where he completed a
Bachelor of Agribusiness and Farm
Management with a focus on international
agribusiness. His degree exposed him to the
full scope of the sector, from farm systems
and production to finance, valuation and
business planning.

This broad perspective became a
cornerstone of Karn’s career. Rather than
stepping into a traditional pathway, Karn
and his wife set out to build something of
their own. Starting with just one hectare and
grading produce under a tree, the
businesses has scaled rapidly. Today he

leads operations at Ohinewai Harvest,
overseeing everything from productivity
and planting plans to staff management,
budgets and long-term strategy.

Reflecting on that growth, Karn is quick to
point out that if it did not happen by
chance, it was built on clear planning and
disciplined decision-making.

Karn’s passion for the primary sector has
also been guided by a quality education.
When it comes to education and pathways
for young people, he believes one of the
biggest challenges is visibility, with many
students associating the sector only with on-
farm work.

Karn’s honesty reflects his belief that the
primary sector needs young people who are
willing to try, fail and think differently, and
that there is no single pathway in, only the
courage to take the first step.
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