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Soil Terminology
	Soil profile
	Cross section view of a soil which shows the horizons (layers)

	Topsoil (A horizon)
	The top layer of the soil where most roots grow

	Subsoil (B Horizon)
	The layer of soil beneath the topsoil. It usually has a higher proportion of clay particles

	Inorganic matter

(Mineral matter)
	Non living part of the soil sand, silt and clay

	Organic matter (OM)
	Decaying plant or animals material which is added to soil to improve its structure. After decomposing it releases nutrients increasing the nutrient content of the soil.

	Medium
	A mixture in which plants grow in.

	Friable
	A light crumbly soil

	Humus
	Decomposed organic material

	Legumes
	Plants that are can fix nitrogen to nitrates ie the form of nitrogen that plants can take up.

	Pore spaces
	The gaps between soil particles that contain air and water.

	Structure
	The way soil particles group/clump/aggregate together

	Texture
	The percentage or proportion of sand, silt and clay in a soil.

	Leaching
	The process in which water dissolves nutrients and washes them out of the soil.

	pH
	Scale used to measure acidity or alkalinity

	Flocculation
	Process by which small clay particles in solution come together to form larger particles and settle out of suspension

	Nutrients
	Elements needed by plants for growth

	Macro-nutrients
	Essential nutrients needed in large amounts

	Micro-nutrients
	Essential nutrients needed in small amounts

	Loam
	A fertile soil that is a mixture of sand, silt and clay

	Cultivation
	Breaking soil into smaller pieces eg with a plough, rotary hoe. Spade, fork.

	Irrigation
	Apply water to plants

	Compost
	 Specially prepared decayed organic matter added to the soil to improve it’s structure.

	Tilth
	Finely broken up soil.

	Lime
	A calcium carbonate compound added to soil to raise the pH ie make it less acidic.

	Mulch
	A covering over the soil surface, used to keep water in and weeds out.

	Peat
	Decayed plant material form a swamp

	Fertiliser
	A substance prepared with the nutrients plants need for healthy growth.

	Nitrates
	The form in which nitrogen can be taken up by plant roots.

	Erosion
	Weathering of soil by wind, water or other processes
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