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Bovine Tuberculosis
https://www.ospri.co.nz/farmers-and-livestock-owners/managing-tb-in-animals/about-bovine-tb
Watch: Eradicating bovine TB from New Zealand
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3_j9GXfNA8

Bovine tuberculosis (TB) is an infectious disease caused by the bacterium Mycobacterium bovis. It is a serious animal health problem, and a threat to our farming industry’s reputation overseas. It can affect practically all mammals, from farmed cattle and deer to wildlife such as pigs, deer, ferrets and possums. It can also infect humans, though that's rare.
Possums are the main wildlife carriers of bovine TB in New Zealand and contact with infected possums is the main cause of herd infection. Wild deer and pigs can also get TB from possums, but they are ‘dead-end’ hosts — meaning they can’t spread the disease themselves.
Eradicating bovine TB is necessary to maintain the production and reputation of our dairy, beef and deer export industries.
How TB spreads
In New Zealand, possums transmit TB to livestock, often through aerosol transmission — through interaction between cattle and deer and infected possums on farm land. When a farmed animal is infected, the disease can then spread to the rest of the herd, or to other herds through stock movements between farms. Our TB testing programme and movement control regulations help to minimise the risk of TB spreading.
Reporting suspected bovine tuberculosis (TB)
If you notice any possible signs of bovine TB in animals, call us on 0800 482 463.





Activities. 

1. Match the word to its meaning:
	Word
	Meaning

	1. Herd
2. Carrier
3. Dead-end host
4. Aerosol transmission
	a) A group of farm animals, such as cows or deer
b) An animal that can carry a disease and spread it to others
c) A host that can get a disease but cannot pass it on
d) Disease spreading through tiny droplets in the air



2. Complete the summary by using the words in the box to fill-in-the-Blank 
report, pigs, aerosol, Mycobacterium bovis, possums, herds,
dead-end, deer, humans


,









Bovine TB is caused by the bacterium ________. It is a serious disease for animals and can also infect ________, although that is rare.
In New Zealand, ________ are the main wildlife carriers of bovine TB. They can pass the disease to livestock, often through ________ transmission. Other wildlife, like wild ________ and ________, can get TB but are considered ________ hosts because they cannot spread it to others.
Eradicating bovine TB is important to protect the ________ and international reputation of New Zealand’s dairy, beef, and deer industries. Farmers should ________ if they see signs of TB in animals.



Answers:
1 - a (Herd = a group of farm animals, such as cows or deer)
2 - b (Carrier = an animal that can carry a disease and spread it to others)
3 - c (Dead-end host = a host that can get a disease but cannot pass it on)
4 - d (Aerosol transmission = disease spreading through tiny droplets in the air)

Summary 
Bovine TB is caused by the bacterium Mycobacterium bovis. It is a serious disease for animals and can also infect humans, although that is rare.
In New Zealand, possums are the main wildlife carriers of bovine TB. They can pass the disease to livestock, often through aerosol transmission. Other wildlife, like wild deer and pigs, can get TB but are considered dead-end hosts because they cannot spread it to others.
Eradicating bovine TB is important to protect the herds and international reputation of New Zealand’s dairy, beef, and deer industries. Farmers should report if they see signs of TB in animals.
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