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NZ nears Mycoplasma bovis eradication milestone
https://www.ruralnewsgroup.co.nz/rural-news/rural-general-news/nz-mycoplasma-bovis-eradication-2025-milestone[image: A provincial declaration that New Zealand is free from Mycoplasma bovis could be made in October or November.]
A provincial declaration that New Zealand is free from Mycoplasma bovis could be made in October or November.
A major milestone on New Zealand's unique journey to eradicate Mycoplasma bovis could come before the end of this year.
A provincial declaration that the country is free of Mycoplasma bovis may be made in either October or November, says Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) director-general Ray Smith.
Speaking at the Primary Industries NZ Summit in Christchurch last week, he says the eradication of M. bovis has been "a real success story".
"So, if you were involved in that in any way, you have our deepest understanding of how difficult it is to have someone turn up on your farm one day and say, 'actually putting a notice on it, you're going to stop what you're doing until we clean this up'," says Smith.
"About 300 farmers had that experience. But we haven't had this disease turn up for two years now."
Smith says NZ has achieved something the rest of the world said couldn't be done.
"We spent $750 million getting to this point, industry and government both contributing to solving that problem. We're almost there.
"We'll see, if we get through this spring, which is the risky period, by October, November, we'll declare provisional freedom of absence of Mycoplasma bolus in New Zealand. And that's a great thing. To not have to live with lameness, aborted calves and mastitis related problems in our animals is a good thing to have achieved."
The M. bovis programme, jointly funded by the Government and farmers, started in 2018 and should finish by 2018.
Under the programme, we need to pass through three phases to provide confidence that M. bovis is absent in cattle herd - delimiting phase to identify and remove cases of infection and provisional absence - focussing on monitoring the cattle population through background surveillance. There needs to be two consecutive clear springs and two consecutive clear autumn calving periods to build up a good level of confidence that M. bovis is no longer present.
The third phase is confidence of absence. In this phase, background surveillance continues until the industry achieves a very high level of confidence that M. bovis is eradicated. This phase is expected to run for two years. The confidence of absence phase ends with a statement of absence and M. bovis is then considered exotic.
Read NZ nears Mycoplasma bovis eradication milestone and completed the exercises.
1. Match the word to the correct meaning:
	Word
	Meaning

	1. Eradication
2. Provisional
3. Milestone
4. Delimiting
5. Surveillance
6. Exotic
	a) Temporary or not final
b) Careful watching or monitoring
c) Important event or achievement
d) Completely removing something
e) Not native; coming from another country
f) Setting limits or identifying cases



2. Questions
a) What major milestone may New Zealand reach later this year regarding Mycoplasma bovis?
b) In which months could New Zealand be declared provisionally free of Mycoplasma bovis?
c) Who said that eradicating Mycoplasma bovis has been “a real success story”?
d) About how many farmers were directly affected by having restrictions placed on their farms?
e) How long has it been since Mycoplasma bovis last appeared in New Zealand?
f) Why is spring described as a “risky period” in the eradication process?
g) How much money has been spent so far on eradicating Mycoplasma bovis, and who helped pay for it?
h) Name two animal health problems that Mycoplasma bovis causes, which eradication would help prevent.
i) When did the Mycoplasma bovis eradication programme begin?
j) What is the purpose of the delimiting phase in the eradication programme?
k) What must happen during calving seasons before New Zealand can move toward declaring Mycoplasma bovis absent?
l) What happens during the confidence of absence phase, and how long is it expected to last?


Answers:
1 - d (Eradication = completely removing something)
2 - a (Provisional = temporary or not final)
3 - c (Milestone = important event or achievement)
4 - f (Delimiting = setting limits or identifying cases)
5- b (Surveillance = careful watching or monitoring)
6- e (Exotic = not native; coming from another country)
Questions Answers
a) What major milestone may New Zealand reach later this year regarding Mycoplasma bovis?
A provincial declaration that New Zealand is free of Mycoplasma bovis.
b) In which months could New Zealand be declared provisionally free of Mycoplasma bovis?
October or November.
c) Who said that eradicating Mycoplasma bovis has been “a real success story”?
Ray Smith, Director-General of the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI).
d) About how many farmers were directly affected by having restrictions placed on their farms?
About 300 farmers.
e) How long has it been since Mycoplasma bovis last appeared in New Zealand?
Two years.
f) Why is spring described as a “risky period” in the eradication process?
Because this is when cattle calve, making it easier for the disease to spread if it is still present.
g) How much money has been spent so far on eradicating Mycoplasma bovis, and who helped pay for it?
$750 million, contributed by both the government and the farming industry.
h) Name two animal health problems that Mycoplasma bovis causes, which eradication would help prevent.
Lameness and aborted calves and mastitis.
i) When did the Mycoplasma bovis eradication programme begin?
2018.
j) What is the purpose of the delimiting phase in the eradication programme?
To identify and remove cases of infection and monitor cattle populations.
k) What must happen during calving seasons before New Zealand can move toward declaring Mycoplasma bovis absent?
There need to be two consecutive clear springs and two consecutive clear autumn calving periods without new cases.
l) What happens during the confidence of absence phase, and how long is it expected to last?
Background surveillance continues to ensure the disease is fully eradicated; it is expected to last about two years.
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