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Bird flu, also called avian influenza, is a virus that mostly affects birds. It is common in chickens and other farm birds. The virus spreads when birds touch each other or come into contact with things like feed, water, or surfaces that have the virus on them.

There are many types of bird flu. Some types only make birds mildly sick. Other types are more serious and can cause many birds to die very quickly.

A serious type of bird flu called H7N6 was recently found on a chicken farm in Otago, in the South Island of New Zealand. This type is not the same as the more dangerous H5N1 strain that has caused problems in other countries. Experts say H7N6 is very unlikely to spread to people or other animals. It is also safe to eat eggs and chicken as long as they are cooked properly.
Bird flu is a biosecurity risk. This means it can harm animals, farmers, and the economy. Bird flu is dangerous because:
· It spreads fast between birds
· It can kill large numbers of chickens
· It can cause money losses for egg and chicken farmers
· Some types, like H5N1, can rarely infect people

Experts think the virus came from wild birds such as ducks or swans. These birds often carry bird flu without looking sick. When the virus spreads to farm chickens, it can change (mutate) and become more dangerous. The chickens on the Otago farm were free-range, meaning they spent time outside. This made contact with wild birds more likely.

Biosecurity New Zealand and the company that owns the farm are working together to stop the virus from spreading. They have:
· Closed off the shed where sick birds were found
· Humanely culled the infected chickens
· Tested the other birds on the farm
· Set up a 10-kilometre safety zone where birds and equipment cannot be moved
· Sent extra biosecurity workers to help

The public has been asked to report three or more sick or dead wild birds by calling 0800 80 99 66.

New Zealand already has plans to deal with bird flu outbreaks. The government, scientists, and farmers have worked together to prepare for serious strains like H5N1. These plans are now helping manage the H7N6 outbreak.
Because of fast action and strong biosecurity rules, the risk has been kept low. This shows how important biosecurity is for protecting animals, farms, and our food supply.
Adapted from “Bird flu found on Otago egg farm” and “Avian flu poses top biosecurity threat to NZ, says Hoggard”.


Vocab and comprehension exercises: 
1.  Draw a line to match each word with the correct meaning.
	Word
	Meaning

	Bird flu
	To humanely remove or kill sick animals to stop disease spreading

	Virus
	A tiny germ that can make animals or people sick

	Biosecurity
	When animals are allowed to live outdoors and move around freely

	Mutate
	A disease that mainly affects birds

	Free-range
	Rules and actions used to protect animals, plants, and food from disease

	Cull
	To change over time, often becoming stronger or more dangerous



2. Use the words from the box to complete the sentences.
virus biosecurity wild birds free-range safety zone



a) Bird flu is caused by a __________.
b) Ducks and swans are examples of __________ that can carry bird flu.
c) The chickens on the Otago farm were __________, meaning they spent time outside.
d) A 10-kilometre __________ was set up to stop the virus spreading.
e) Strong __________ rules help protect farms and animals from disease.

3. Choose two words from the list below and write a sentence for each.
· biosecurity
· virus
· free-range
· cull

4. Comprehension questions
a) What is bird flu and which animals does it mostly affect?
b) Where in New Zealand was the H7N6 bird flu outbreak found?
c) Why is bird flu considered a biosecurity risk? Give one reason.
d) How do experts think the virus first spread to the chicken farm?
e) Name two actions Biosecurity New Zealand took to stop the virus from spreading.
f) Why is it safe for people to eat eggs and chicken during this outbreak?

Vocab and comprehension exercise answers 
1. Match the words to their meanings
· Bird flu - A disease that mainly affects birds
· Virus - A tiny germ that can make animals or people sick
· Biosecurity - Rules and actions used to protect animals, plants, and food from disease
· Mutate - To change over time, often becoming stronger or more dangerous
· Free-range - When animals are allowed to live outdoors and move around freely
· Cull- To humanely remove or kill sick animals to stop disease spreading

2. Fill in the blanks
a) Bird flu is caused by a virus.
b) Ducks and swans are examples of wild birds that can carry bird flu.
c) The chickens on the Otago farm were free-range, meaning they spent time outside.
d) A 10-kilometre safety zone was set up to stop the virus spreading.
e) Strong biosecurity rules help protect farms and animals from disease.

3.  Student answers

4. Comprehension questions

a) What is bird flu and which animals does it mostly affect?
Bird flu is a virus that mainly affects birds, especially chickens and other farm birds.
b) Where in New Zealand was the H7N6 bird flu outbreak found?
The outbreak was found on a chicken farm in Otago, in the South Island.
c) Why is bird flu considered a biosecurity risk? Give one reason.
It is a biosecurity risk because it spreads quickly and can kill many birds, which can harm farms and the economy.
d) How do experts think the virus first spread to the chicken farm?
Experts think the virus came from wild birds like ducks or swans that carried the virus to the farm.
e) Name two actions Biosecurity New Zealand took to stop the virus from spreading.
They culled infected birds and set up a 10-kilometre safety zone around the farm.
(Other correct answers could include testing birds or locking down sheds.)
f) Why is it safe for people to eat eggs and chicken during this outbreak?
It is safe because the virus does not survive when food is cooked properly.
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