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Weed pests
Weeds pose serious threats to New Zealand agriculture. Many of these weeds compete with crops and pasture plants for nutrients, light, and water, reducing yields and pasture quality. 
Some species (like velvetleaf, blackgrass, or Palmer amaranth) are biosecurity threats, either recently arrived or with the potential to establish and spread widely if unchecked. 
Management often involves a mix of herbicide use, crop/pasture rotation, machinery hygiene, and early detection/reporting
Watch: On farm biosecurity Weeds - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5X_124Di2xU
Visit 
· MPI weed pest threats
· Massey University : New Zealand weeds database

Examples of some weed pests affecting agriculture in New Zealand
· Velvetleaf
· Wild oats 
· Ragwort 
· Blackgrass 
· Palmer amaranth 
· Broom corn 
· Noogoora burr 
· Giant buttercup  
· Gorse  
· Californian thistle
· Giant buttercup
· Barley grass


Research Project: Weeds Impacting New Zealand Agriculture
New Zealand’s plants and crops are protected by strong biosecurity rules. However, weeds can still invade farmland, gardens, and natural ecosystems, causing serious damage to agriculture and the environment. This project focuses on one weed that affects (or could affect) New Zealand agriculture. 

Research Requirements
1. Your research should cover the following:
· What the weed is and why it is a problem
· How it affects plants or crops in New Zealand
· The economic, environmental, or social impacts of the weed
· Ways the weed can be prevented, controlled, or managed

2. Background Information
Include the following information about the weed:
· Name and type of weed (scientific and common name)
· Status in New Zealand – whether it is already present or could arrive from overseas
· Plants or crops it affects
· Interesting or important facts about the weed

3. Research tasks
a) Identify the weed
· Describe what it looks like (size, leaves, flowers, seeds, etc.)
· Describe how it affects plant growth and overall crop health
b) Describe how the weed spreads
Air, water, animals, insects, people, trade, human activity
c) Weed management
· Rules and regulations to prevent its arrival or spread
· Control methods
· How people can help stop the weed from spreading

4. Present your research 
Choose one of the following formats for your final project:
· Written report
· Poster
· Slideshow or digital presentation
5. Sources
Use reliable sources for your research, such as:
· New Zealand government websites (e.g., Ministry for Primary Industries – MPI, Plant & Food Research)
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