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How and why some pests were introduced into New Zealand
When people first arrived in Aotearoa New Zealand, they brought plants and animals with them to help them survive. Over time, some of these animals and plants spread in ways no one expected. Today, many of them are known as pests because they harm native wildlife and the environment.
How and why did this happened?
Māori settlement
Around the 13th century, Polynesian settlers arrived in Aotearoa. They intentionally brought two important animals:
· Kurī (Polynesian dogs) 
· Kiore (Polynesian rats)
These animals were not brought as pets. They were part of the settlers’ survival toolkit.
Kurī, the Polynesian dog was brought because they were valuable as
· a food source providing an important source of protein.
· for clothing and tools. Their fur was used to make warm cloaks called tōpuni. Their bones and teeth were used for tools and ornaments.
· for hunting to help hunt native birds.
Kiore, (Polynesian rats) were also brought intentionally as 
· a food source.
· cultural importance. Some iwi still recognise their cultural connection to kiore today.
Although these animals helped Māori survive, they also began affecting native species, especially birds that had never faced mammal predators before.

European settlement
When Europeans began settling in New Zealand in the 1800s, they brought many more species. Some were introduced on purpose, while others arrived by accident on ships.

Animals introduced on purpose
European settlers wanted New Zealand to feel more like home. They also wanted to farm, hunt, and build industries.
Some key examples include:
· Rabbits (1830s–1860s):
Brought for food and sport hunting. Rabbits reproduce very quickly; one female can have up to 45 babies a year! By the 1870s, rabbit numbers exploded and damaged farmland.
· Mustelids (stoats, ferrets, and weasels) (1880s):
These were introduced to control rabbits. Instead, they found native birds easier to catch and caused serious damage to bird populations.
· Brushtail possums (1850s):
Imported from Australia to start a fur industry. They spread rapidly and now destroy large areas of native forest.
· Deer, goats, and pigs:
Brought for hunting and food. Many escaped or were released and now damage forests by eating native plants.
· Trout and other fish:
Introduced for fishing and recreation.
· Cats and dogs:
Brought for companionship and pest control, but many became feral and prey on native wildlife.

Plants that became pests
It wasn’t just animals, European settlers planted:
· European grasses for farming
· Fruit trees like apples and pears
· British trees and ornamental plants
· Gorse and broom for hedges
Many of these plants spread quickly and outcompeted native plants. Some became serious weeds that are difficult to remove today.

Accidental arrivals
Not all pests were introduced on purpose. Ships arriving from overseas often carried:
· Rats (such as ship rats)
· Mice
· Insects
· Slugs and snails
· Weed seeds
These species escaped into the wild and spread rapidly.

Why introduced species cause so much damage?
New Zealand is unique. For millions of years, it had no native land mammals (except bats). Native birds evolved without needing to defend themselves from mammal predators.
When mammals like rats, stoats, cats, and possums arrived:
· Ground-nesting birds were easy targets.
· Native plants were eaten faster than they could regrow.
· Forest ecosystems were changed.
Some native species became endangered or extinct.

Lessons learned
Many species were introduced for good reasons at the time:
· Food and survival
· Farming and industry
· Hunting and recreation
· Making settlers feel at home
· Trying to control other pests
However, people did not fully understand how these introductions would affect the environment.
Today, New Zealand works hard to protect its unique wildlife. Predator control programmes and conservation efforts aim to reduce the damage caused by introduced pests.
Some pests in New Zealand were brought intentionally to help people survive or build new lives. Others arrived accidentally. While these introductions made sense at the time, they changed the environment in ways no one expected.
Understanding this history helps us make better decisions about protecting New Zealand’s special native plants and animals for the future.


Comprehension exercises
Read the information and answer the questions.
1. Short answer questions.
a) Why did Māori bring kiore and kurī to Aotearoa?
b) Give two reasons why European settlers introduced rabbits.
c) Why were stoats introduced into New Zealand?
d) Name two plant species that later became pests.

2. Complete the table below:
	Introduced species
	Why it was brought in
	What happened as a result

	Rabbits
	
	

	Stoats
	
	

	Brushtail possums
	
	



3. Write True or False next to each statement.
a) Māori brought kurī mainly as pets.
b) Rabbits reproduce quickly and their population grew very fast.
c) New Zealand originally had many native land mammals.
d) Some pests arrived accidentally on ships.
e) Possums were introduced for their fur.

4. Match the word to its meaning.
	Word
	Meaning

	1. Feral
2. Ecosystem
3. Predator
4. Introduced species
	A. An animal that hunts other animals
B. A plant or animal brought from another country
C. A wild animal that was once domesticated
D. A community of living things and their environment



5. Explain why introduced mammals caused so much harm to native birds in New Zealand.

6. Do you think settlers understood the long-term effects of bringing new species to New Zealand? Explain your answer using examples from the text.


Answers
1. Short Answer Questions 
a) Māori brought kiore and kurī as food sources. Kurī were also used for hunting, clothing (fur for cloaks), and tools. Kiore also had cultural importance.
b) European settlers introduced rabbits for food and for sport hunting.
c) Stoats were introduced to control the growing rabbit population.
d) Two plant species that became pests are gorse and broom. (Other possible answers: European grasses, British trees, fruit trees.)

2. 
	Introduced species
	Why it was brought in
	What happened as a result

	Rabbits
	Food and sport hunting
	Population exploded and damaged farmland

	Stoats
	To control rabbits
	Killed native birds instead

	Brushtail possums
	To start a fur industry
	Destroyed native forests and spread



3. True or False 
a) Māori brought kurī mainly as pets. False
b) Rabbits reproduce quickly and their population grew very fast. True
c) New Zealand originally had many native land mammals. False
d) Some pests arrived accidentally on ships. True
e)  Possums were introduced for their fur. True
4. 
1. Feral – C - A wild animal that was once domesticated
2. Ecosystem – D- A community of living things and their environment
3. Predator – A- An animal that hunts other animals
4. Introduced species -B- A plant or animal brought from another country
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