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Research Project
Invasive Pest or Disease Impacting New Zealand 
Students can choose a pest or disease that affects crops, animals, honeybees, forestry, aquaculture, or horticulture.

1. Aim:
· Find out what the pest or disease is, how it affects a primary product in New Zealand, and why it is a problem.
· Suggest ways to stop or reduce the impact of the pest/disease.
· Investigate economic, environmental, or social impacts of the pest/disease

2. Background information
· Explain what the pest or disease is.
· Describe whether it is already in New Zealand or could arrive.
· Explain what primary product it affects (e.g., honeybees, cattle, fruit, forestry).
· Give some interesting facts about the pest/disease.

3. Research tasks 
1. Identify the pest or disease and describe it (appearance, type, life cycle).
2. Describe the impact on the primary product (e.g., crops, animals, honey, fish).
3. Explain how it spreads (air, water, animals, humans, trade).
4. Research how it is managed or could be managed (biosecurity, treatments, control methods).
5. Collect images, diagrams, or charts to show your findings.
6. Present your findings in a report, poster, or slideshow.

4. Sources
· New Zealand government websites (MPI, Plant & Food Research, Bee Health NZ)
· Books or magazines about the pest/disease
· Educational videos and documentaries
· Interviews with farmers, beekeepers, or forestry workers (if possible)
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