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Why the Brown Marmorated Stink Bug Is a Threat to New Zealand
Adapted from information from MPI
The brown marmorated stink bug (BMSB) is a serious pest that could cause big problems for New Zealand if it ever becomes established here.
Although this insect is not currently in New Zealand, it has been found many times at our borders. Because of this, it is listed as an unwanted organism. Everyone can help keep it out by knowing what it looks like and what to do if they see one.

What is the Brown Marmorated stink bug?
The brown marmorated stink bug (Halyomorpha halys) is native to parts of Asia, including China, Japan, and Korea. Over time, it has spread to North America and Europe, where it has caused major damage to crops, and become a nuisance to people.
This insect feeds on more than 300 types of plants, especially fruit trees and crops. If it established itself in New Zealand, it could seriously harm our fruit and vegetable industries.

Why is it a problem?
Brown marmorated stink bugs feed on fruit, leaves, and stems. They damage fruit so badly that it cannot be sold. Crops that could be affected include:
· Apples and pears
· Citrus fruit
· Stone fruit (like peaches and plums)
· Berries and grapes
· Sweetcorn and asparagus
· Many garden and ornamental plants
This would cost growers a lot of money and reduce the amount of food we can produce.
During autumn and winter, thousands of stink bugs can gather inside houses to stay warm. When they are touched or crushed, they release a strong, unpleasant smell that can last a long time. While they are not harmful to human health, they can make homes uncomfortable to live in.

[image: A brown marmorated stink bug.]What do Brown Marmorated stink bugs look like?
· Adults are brown, shield-shaped, and about the size of a 10-cent coin
· They have white bands on their antennae
· Their abdomen has alternating black and white markings
· The underside of the bug is white or tan
Eggs and Young Bugs
· Eggs are light green, barrel-shaped, and laid in clusters of 20–30
· Eggs are usually found on the underside of leaves
· Young bugs (nymphs) are yellowish-brown with red and black markings and darken as they grow

How could they get to New Zealand?
Brown marmorated stink bugs are great hitchhikers. They hide in:
· Shipping containers
· Luggage
· Mail and packages
· Cars and household goods
They often crawl into small cracks and crevices to shelter, especially during colder months. Even with strict border checks, there is always some risk that one could slip through unnoticed.

What can you do?
If you think you’ve found one
· Do not squash it
· If possible, catch it safely
· Take a photo or keep the insect
· Call MPI (Ministry for Primary Industries) on 0800 80 99 66
Travellers and people receiving mail
· Open overseas luggage and mail in an enclosed space
· Check carefully for insects
· Report anything suspicious to MPI

Why your help matters?
Keeping pests like the brown marmorated stink bug out of New Zealand helps protect:
· Our food supply
· Farmers and growers
· Native plants
· Our homes and way of life
By staying alert and reporting sightings, everyone can help keep New Zealand safe. 


Exercises
1. Draw a line to match each word with the correct meaning.
	Word
	Meaning

	Pest
	Something annoying or troublesome

	Established
	An organism that travels by hiding in vehicles or goods

	Unwanted organism
	A plant or animal not allowed in New Zealand

	Crops
	The place where goods and people enter a country

	Nuisance
	A young insect that looks like a smaller adult

	Hitchhiker
	Feelers on an insect’s head

	Antennae
	Plants grown for decoration

	Nymph
	An insect or animal that causes damage or problems

	Ornamental plants
	Plants grown for food 

	Border
	Living and spreading in a new place




2. Using the words in the box, fill in the blanks t complete the summary on brown marmorated stink bugs.
300,  MPI ,sweetcorn,  houses , shield,  white,    pest, food, border, Asia, safe ,shipping, smell




The brown marmorated stink bug (BMSB) is a serious ______ that could cause big problems for New Zealand. Although it is not currently found in New Zealand, it has been stopped many times at the ______.
The brown marmorated stink bug comes from ______ and has spread to places like North America and Europe. It feeds on more than ______ types of plants, including fruit trees and crops.
If BMSB became established in New Zealand, it could damage crops such as apples, pears, berries, and ______. This would cost farmers a lot of money and reduce the amount of ______ we can produce.
During autumn and winter, stink bugs may enter ______ to stay warm. When disturbed, they release a strong, unpleasant ______.
Adult brown marmorated stink bugs are brown, ______-shaped, and about the size of a 10-cent coin. They can be identified by the ______ bands on their antennae.
These insects can arrive in New Zealand by hiding in luggage, ______ containers, and mail. If someone thinks they have seen one, they should catch it safely, take a photo, and call ______.
By staying alert and reporting sightings, everyone can help keep New Zealand ______.

Brown Marmorated Stink Bug Quiz
Write down the correct answer.
1. The brown marmorated stink bug is:
a) Native to New Zealand
b) Harmless
c) An unwanted organism
d) A spider
2. How many plant types can BMSB feed on?
a) 10
b) 50
c) 100
d) Over 300
3. Why is BMSB bad for farmers?
a) It eats insects
b) It damages fruit so it can’t be sold
c) It makes noise
d) It spreads diseases
4. What happens when a stink bug is crushed?
a) It bites
b) It flies away
c) It releases a bad smell
d) Nothing
5. Which is the BEST action if you find one?
a) Squash it
b) Ignore it
c) Catch it and call MPI
d) Throw it outside

Answers
1.
	Word
	Meaning

	Pest
	An insect or animal that causes damage or problems

	Established
	Living and spreading in a new place

	Unwanted organism
	A plant or animal not allowed in New Zealand

	Crops
	Plants grown for food

	Nuisance
	Something annoying or troublesome

	Hitchhiker
	An organism that travels by hiding in vehicles or goods

	Antennae
	Feelers on an insect’s head

	Nymph
	A young insect that looks like a smaller adult

	Ornamental plants
	Plants grown for decoration

	Border
	The place where goods and people enter a country



2. 
The brown marmorated stink bug (BMSB) is a serious pest that could cause big problems for New Zealand. Although it is not currently found in New Zealand, it has been stopped many times at the border.
The brown marmorated stink bug comes from Asia and has spread to places like North America and Europe. It feeds on more than 300 types of plants, including fruit trees and crops.
If BMSB became established in New Zealand, it could damage crops such as apples, pears, berries, and sweetcorn. This would cost farmers a lot of money and reduce the amount of food we can produce.
During autumn and winter, stink bugs may enter houses to stay warm. When disturbed, they release a strong, unpleasant smell.
Adult brown marmorated stink bugs are brown, shield-shaped, and about the size of a 10-cent coin. They can be identified by the white bands on their antennae.
These insects can arrive in New Zealand by hiding in luggage, shipping containers, and mail. If someone thinks they have seen one, they should catch it safely, take a photo, and call MPI.
By staying alert and reporting sightings, everyone can help keep New Zealand safe.
Quiz Answers
1. c
2. d
3. b
4. c
5. c
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