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Activity 5: Careers in growing a crop
In groups,
1.  Brainstorm the jobs
Use the Bok choy / Pak choi Calendar of Operations as your guide.
Imagine you are following a commercial bok choy crop from choosing the growing site through to the crop reaching the consumer.
In groups, brainstorm as many jobs and careers as you can that would be involved along the way. Write each career on a separate sticky note.

Think about the people who:
· choose and prepare the growing site
· plan the crop
· select seed or cultivars
· cultivate the soil
· test the soil and manage nutrients
· sow and grow the crop
· manage irrigation, 
· manage pests and diseases
· operate machinery and technology
· harvest the crop
· transport the crop
· grade, wash and pack the crop
· manage quality and food safety
· sell and market the crop
· deliver the crop to shops and consumers.

Share ideas with the rest of the class to form a list of careers.

2.  Sort the careers
a. Look at the list of careers and place the careers into the categories below.
	Growing and Horticulture
	Science and Technology
	Machinery and Engineering
	Business and Management
	Transport and Retail

	


	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


b. Some careers could fit into more than one category. Explain why.
c. Choose one career that interests you and research what if involves and the skills required.

3. Class discussion
Discuss:
a. “Growing a crop is not just about growing plants. It takes a whole team of people to get food from the field to the consumer.”
b. Which career surprised you the most? Why?
c. Which career would you most like to learn more about? Why?

Bok Choy/ Pak choi Crop Calendar of Operations
(Sowing weekly all year, Summer 6-8 weeks to harvest, winter 10-12 week to harvest)
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