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Find out what your students know.
Use these questions to brainstorm ideas and encourage discussion about commercial brassica growing in New Zealand.
1. Can you name any vegetables that belong to the brassica family? 
2. Which brassica vegetables have you eaten before? 
3. Why do you think broccoli and other brassica crops are important in New Zealand? 
4. Where in New Zealand do you think brassica crops are grown, and why? 
5. How long do you think it takes to grow a broccoli plant from seedling to harvest? 
6. What jobs do growers need to do before planting a broccoli crop? 
7. What machinery or technology might be used on a commercial brassica farm? 
8. Why do growers plant crops in rows? 
9. What pests might damage brassica crops? 
10. What weather events could affect crop growth? 
11. What do you think happens to broccoli after it is harvested? 
12. Why is it important for growers to produce high-quality vegetables? 
13. What challenges do you think brassica growers are facing today? 
14. What skills do you think someone needs to be a successful grower? 


Answers
1. Can you name any vegetables that belong to the brassica family?
Broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage, kale, Brussels sprouts, bok choy, and radishes. 
2. Which brassica vegetables have you eaten before?
Answers will vary.
3. Why do you think broccoli and other brassica crops are important in New Zealand?
They are important because they provide healthy food, create jobs, and help support New Zealand’s economy.
4. Where in New Zealand do you think brassica crops are grown, and why?
Many regions in New Zealand as they grow in a range of conditions. Pukekohe, Gisborne Horowhenua, Canterbury, and Hawke’s Bay and others.
5. How long do you think it takes to grow a broccoli plant from seedling to harvest?
It usually takes about 10–16 weeks depending on the variety and weather conditions. 
6. What jobs do growers need to do before planting a broccoli crop?
Growers decide on the site based on a crop rotation plan, select variety to grow.  prepare the soil, test soil nutrients, control weeds, plan irrigation, and plant seeds or order seedlings. 
7. What machinery or technology might be used on a commercial brassica farm?
Tractors, seed drills, transplanting machines, irrigation systems, fertiliser spreaders, sprayers, and harvest equipment may be used. 
8. Why do growers plant crops in rows?
Planting in rows helps with watering, spraying, harvesting, weed control, and allows plants enough space to grow. 
9. What pests might damage brassica crops?
Common pests include caterpillars, aphids, slugs, snails, and white butterflies. 
10. What weather events could affect crop growth?
Heavy rain, drought, frost, hail, strong winds, and extreme heat can damage crops. 
11. What do you think happens to broccoli after it is harvested?
It is, sorted, packed, cooled, transported to supermarkets and then sold to consumers. 
12. Why is it important for growers to produce high-quality vegetables?
High-quality vegetables are safer to eat, look more appealing, reduce waste, and help growers earn more money. 
13. What challenges do you think brassica growers are facing today?
Challenges include pests, diseases, extreme weather events, rising costs, labour shortages, and changing consumer demands. 
14. What skills do you think someone needs to be a successful grower?
Growers need skills in planning, problem-solving, teamwork, machinery operation, plant care, and business management. 
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