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Glossary of Terms – Commercial Broccoli Production
	Biological control
	Using living organisms or naturally occurring substances to help control pests or diseases.

	Biotechnology
	Using biological processes or technology to develop or improve plants and other organisms.

	Brassica
	A group of related vegetable crops that includes broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower and kale.

	Base dressing
	Fertiliser applied before or around the time a crop is planted.

	Clubroot
	A soil-borne disease that affects Brassica crops and causes swollen and damaged roots.

	Cultivar
	A particular type of plant that has been selected or bred for specific characteristics.

	Cultivation
	Preparing and working the soil before planting.

	Crop rotation
	Growing different crops in a planned sequence rather than growing the same crop repeatedly in the same field.

	Disease
	A condition caused by a pathogen that negatively affects plant health.

	Digital monitoring
	Using technology to collect and track information about crops, pests, diseases or growing conditions.

	Fertiliser
	A material added to soil or plants to provide nutrients.

	Fungus
	 An organism that can cause some plant diseases. Some fungi can also be beneficial to plants.

	Genetic modification (GM)
	Changing an organism's genetic material to introduce or alter a specific characteristic.

	Good Agricultural Practice (GAP)
	Practices used to produce safe, high-quality food while managing environmental and production risks.

	GPS
	Global Positioning System is a satellite-based navigation system.

	GPS-guided machinery
	Farm machinery that uses GPS technology to work accurately across a field.

	Harvest
	The process of collecting a mature crop from the field.

	Herbicide
	A product used to control or kill weeds.

	Hybrid
	A plant produced by crossing two different parent plants to combine desirable characteristics.

	Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
	Using a combination of methods to monitor and manage pests and diseases while reducing unnecessary pesticide use.

	Irrigation
	Supplying water to a crop when rainfall is not enough.

	Macronutrients
	Nutrients that plants need in relatively large amounts, such as nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium.

	Micronutrients
	Nutrients that plants need in much smaller amounts, such as boron.

	Mode of action
	The way a pesticide or other control product works against a pest or disease.

	Packhouse
	A facility where harvested produce is cooled, sorted, graded, packed and prepared for distribution.

	Pathogen
	An organism that can cause disease in a plant.

	Photosynthesis
	The process plants use to make sugars from carbon dioxide and water using light energy.

	Pest
	An organism that can damage a crop or reduce its yield or quality.

	Raised bed
	A growing bed where soil is raised above the surrounding ground to improve drainage.

	Resistance
	The ability of a pest or pathogen to survive a treatment that previously affected it.

	Root zone
	The area of soil surrounding a plant's roots where water and nutrients are taken up.

	Seedbed
	A prepared area of soil where seeds or seedlings are planted and grown.

	Seedling drench
	A liquid treatment applied to the growing medium of seedlings to help protect them from specific pests or diseases.

	Selective breeding
	Choosing plants with desirable characteristics and breeding them to produce plants with those characteristics.

	Side dressing
	Fertiliser applied alongside growing plants during the crop's development.

	Soil moisture
	The amount of water present in the soil.

	Soil moisture probe
	A device that measures the amount of moisture in the soil.

	Soil pH
	A measure of how acidic or alkaline the soil is.

	Soil testing
	Testing soil to find out its pH and the levels of nutrients available to plants.

	Sustainability
	Producing food in a way that uses resources responsibly and considers environmental, economic and social impacts.

	Transplanting
	Moving a young plant from a tray or nursery into the field where it will continue growing.

	True leaves
	The leaves that develop after the first seed leaves and look more like the leaves of the mature plant.

	Weed
	A plant growing where it is not wanted and competing with the crop for resources.

	Yield
	The amount of crop produced from a particular area.
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