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Carrot Glossary of terms
	Anthocyanins
	Natural pigments that give some carrots a purple colour.

	Aphids
	Small insects that suck sap from plants and can spread diseases.

	Bacterial soft rot
	A disease that causes carrot roots to become soft, wet, and rotten.

	Bolting
	When a carrot plant produces a flower stem too early, reducing root quality.

	Brix
	A measure of the sugar content in a carrot. Higher Brix levels usually indicate sweeter carrots.

	Canopy
	The leaves and stems that grow above the ground.

	Carotene
	A natural orange pigment found in carrots that the body converts into Vitamin A.

	Contract Growing
	When a grower agrees to produce a crop for a processor under a signed contract.

	Crop Rotation
	Growing different crops on the same land over several years to reduce pests and diseases.

	Cultivated plant 
	A plant that has been grown and improved by people.

	Cultivation
	Preparing and working the soil before planting.

	Disease Resistance
	A plant’s ability to withstand or reduce damage from diseases.

	Domesticated
	A wild plant that has been selected and grown by humans over time.

	Drainage
	The movement of excess water away from the soil.

	Establishment
	The period when seeds germinate and young plants become established.

	Export market 
	Selling products to customers in other countries.

	Fresh market 
	Carrots grown to be sold fresh in supermarkets and grocery stores.

	Fungicide
	A chemical used to control fungal diseases.

	Germination
	The process of a seed beginning to grow.

	Grading
	Sorting carrots based on size, quality, and appearance.

	Harvest
	The process of removing a mature crop from the field.

	Herbicide
	A chemical used to control weeds.

	Humidity
	The amount of moisture in the air.

	Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
	A combination of methods used to control pests while reducing chemical use.

	Irrigation 
	Supplying water to crops when rainfall is insufficient.

	Irrigation scheduling
	Planning when and how much water to apply to a crop.

	Loam soil
	A soil type containing a balanced mix of sand, silt, and clay that is ideal for growing carrots.

	Marketable yield
	The amount of harvested crop that meets quality standards and can be sold.

	Mechanical harvester
	A machine used to harvest crops.

	Micronutrients
	Nutrients needed in small amounts for healthy plant growth, such as boron and magnesium.

	Nematicide
	A product used to control nematodes.

	Nematodes
	Tiny worms in the soil that can damage carrot roots.

	Pelleted seed
	Seed coated with a material that makes it larger and easier to sow accurately.

	Phytosanitary requirements
	Rules that ensure exported plants and produce are free from pests and diseases.

	Precision sowing
	Planting seeds at exact depths and spacing to achieve uniform growth.

	Processing market
	Carrots grown to be made into products such as juice, frozen vegetables, or baby food.

	Seedbed
	Prepared soil where seeds are planted.

	Shelf Life
	The length of time a product remains fresh and suitable for sale.

	Side dressing
	Applying fertiliser beside growing plants.

	Soil moisture
	The amount of water present in the soil.

	Soil pH
	A measure of soil acidity or alkalinity. Carrots grow best at pH 6.0–6.8.

	Stale seedbed technique
	A weed control method where weeds are encouraged to germinate and then removed before planting.

	Tensiometer
	A tool used to measure soil moisture and help schedule irrigation.

	Traceability
	The ability to track a product from the farm to the consumer.

	Uniformity
	Consistency in carrot size, shape, colour, and quality.

	Variety 
	A specific type of carrot with unique characteristics.

	Volunteer plants
	Plants growing from seeds left behind from a previous crop.

	Waterlogging
	When soil becomes saturated with water, reducing oxygen available to roots.

	Yield
	The amount of crop produced per hectare.
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