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Find out what your students know.

Ask selected questions to brainstorm ideas on commercial onion growing in New Zealand.

1. Do you think onions are an important commercial crop in New Zealand? Why or why not? 
2. What plant family do onions belong to? 
3. Where in New Zealand are onions grown? Can you name any regions? 
4. Why do you think onions are grown in these areas? What makes them suitable? 
5. What conditions do onions need to grow well?
6. Can you name any different types or varieties of onions? 
7. How long do you think it takes to grow an onion from seed to harvest? 
8. What steps do onion growers take to grow onions on a commercial scale? 
9. What machinery is used to grow onions on a commercial scale?
10. What challenges do you think onion growers are facing? 
11. What are growers doing to make onion growing more environmentally friendly? 

Make a list of other questions you have about growing onions.

Teacher Guide: Sample Answers
1. Do you think onions are an important commercial crop in New Zealand? Why or why not?
Yes. Onions are one of New Zealand’s most important vegetable export crops. They are grown in large quantities and sold both locally and overseas, contributing significantly to the economy.

2. What plant family do onions belong to?
Onions belong to the Allium family (also called the Amaryllidaceae family). This group includes garlic, leeks, and chives.

3. Where in New Zealand are onions grown? Can you name any regions?
Onions are mainly grown in:
· Pukekohe (South Auckland) 
· Waikato 
· Hawke’s Bay 
· Canterbury 

4. Why do you think onions are grown in these areas? What makes them suitable?
These regions have:
· Well-drained, fertile soils especially volcanic soil in Pukekohe
· Mild climates with good sunshine 
· Reliable rainfall or access to irrigation
These conditions help onions grow well and reduce the risk of disease. 

5. What conditions do onions need to grow well?
Onions need:
· Full sun 
· Well-drained soil 
· Regular rainfall or access to water for irrigation  
· Cool to mild temperatures during early growth 
· Dry conditions closer to harvest 

6. Can you name any different types or varieties of onions?
Types of onions
· Brown onions 
· Red onions 
There are also specific commercial varieties bred for storage or export. 

7. How long do you think it takes to grow an onion from seed to harvest?
It usually takes about 5–6 months, depending on the variety and growing conditions.

8. What steps do onion growers take to grow onions on a commercial scale?
Key steps include:
· Preparing the soil 
· Sowing seeds or planting seedlings 
· Irrigating and fertilising during growth 
· Controlling weeds, pests, and diseases 
· Monitoring crop growth 
· Harvesting when mature 
· Drying (curing) and storing onions 

9. What machinery is used to grow onions on a commercial scale?
Common machinery includes:
· Tractors 
· Seed drills 
· Irrigation systems 
· Sprayers (for fertilisers and pest control) 
· Harvesters and lifting machines 
· Grading and packing equipment 

10. What challenges do you think onion growers are facing?
Challenges may include:
· Unpredictable weather - droughts, heavy rain 
· Pests and diseases 
· Rising costs of fuel, fertiliser, labour
· Environmental regulations 
· Competition from other countries for growers exporting onions

11. What are growers doing to make onion growing more environmentally friendly?
Growers are:
· Using efficient irrigation to save water 
· Reducing chemical use and using safer alternatives 
· Improving soil health with crop rotation, cover crops 
· Managing fertiliser use carefully to reduce runoff 
· Using new technology to monitor weather and disease risk.
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