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Onion Activities
Activity 1: Brainstorm - PPT Onion activities slide 3
Work in groups to discuss, share and write down your ideas 
1. What other questions do you have about growing onions?
Make a list of things you are curious to learn more about growing onions?

Activity 2:   History of growing onions in New Zealand comprehension exercise - PPT Onion activities slide 4
1. When did onion growing begin in New Zealand?
2. Why is New Zealand well suited to growing onions? 
3. Who developed the Pukekohe Long Keeper (PLK) onion? 
4. What made the Pukekohe Long Keeper (PLK) onion special? 
5. Why was the PLK onion important for New Zealand’s export industry? 
6. Name two regions in New Zealand where onions are grown today. 
7. Why is New Zealand able to supply onions to overseas markets for a long period each year? 
8. What are two reasons why New Zealand onions are popular in international markets?
9. In the 2024/25 season, how many onions growers were there, and how many hectares of onions were sown.
Answers
1. When did onion growing begin in New Zealand?
Onion growing began in the 1800s when European settlers arrived. 
2. Why is New Zealand well-suited to growing onions?
New Zealand is well-suited because it has rich soils and a mild climate. 
3. Who developed the Pukekohe Long Keeper (PLK) onion?
John Turbot developed the PLK onion. 
4. What made the Pukekohe Long Keeper (PLK) onion special?
It could be stored for up to 10 months without going bad. 
5. Why was the PLK onion important for New Zealand’s export industry?
It was important because it could be stored and shipped long distances, helping New Zealand export onions to other countries. 
6. Name two regions in New Zealand where onions are grown today.
Examples include Northland, Waikato, Hawke’s Bay, and Canterbury. (Any two) 
7. Why is New Zealand able to supply onions to overseas markets for a long period each year?
Because the harvest is staggered, starting in the North Island and finishing later in the South Island. 
8. What are two reasons why New Zealand onions are popular in international markets? 
· They are available when Northern Hemisphere countries are not producing onions 
· They are high quality, with good storage life, appearance, and flavour 
9.  In the 2024/25 season, how many onions growers were there, and how many hectares of onions were sown.
In the 2024/25 season there were 75 onion growers, and 4,692 hectares of onions were sown.


Activity 3: Investigating Onion Anatomy- PPT Onion activities slide 5-13

Activity 4: Field trip to a local grower.
Teacher resource: Field trip to Onion grower (WS)
This worksheet is a set of questions that you can revise to suit your class and the purpose of the field trip.
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