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Onion Growing Glossary
	Allium family
	A group of plants that includes onions, garlic, leeks, chives, and shallots.

	Allium cepa
	The scientific name for the common onion.

	Aphids
	Small insects that suck plant sap, causing leaves to curl, yellow, and weaken plants.

	Bulb
	The underground part of the onion made of modified leaves that store food and water.

	Curing
	Drying onions after harvest so the outer skins harden and improve storage life.

	Downy mildew
	A fungal disease that causes pale spots on leaves that turn yellow and dry out.

	Fungicide
	A chemical used to prevent or control fungal diseases.

	Germination
	The process where a seed starts to grow into a new plant.

	Hybrid variety
	A plant variety created by crossing two parent plants to improve traits like yield or storage.

	Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
	A method that uses monitoring, natural predators, and careful chemical use to control pests.

	Macronutrients 
	Main plant nutrients required in large amounts e.g. Nitrogen (N), Phosphorus (P), and Potassium (K).

	Micronutrients
	Nutrients needed in small amounts e.g. boron, zinc, manganese.

	Pelleted seed
	Small seeds coated in material to make them larger and easier to plant accurately.

	Soil pH
	A measure of how acidic or alkaline soil is. Onions grow best at pH 6.0–7.0.

	Crop rotation
	Growing different crops in the same field over time to reduce pests and diseases.

	Seedbed
	Soil prepared for planting seeds.

	Storage life
	How long a crop can be stored before it spoils.

	Stunted growth
	When a plant grows smaller or slower than normal due to disease or poor conditions.
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