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Activity 13: Careers in growing a vegetable crop
Listen: To Dom talks with Robin Oakley, founder of Oakley's Premium Fresh Vegetables, about hosting students for the Farm2Future educational camp last month, his career in the vegetable industry over the last four decades and the current challenges in the vegetable industry.
 https://omny.fm/shows/rural-exchange/potato-perfection-the-next-generation-of-vege-growers-robin-oakley
· Farm2Future
· Careers in vegetable production 9.30-10.52
· Challenges facing the industry 15.00 – 23.16

In group’s
1.  Brainstorm the jobs
Use the potato Calendar of Operations as your guide.
Imagine you are following a commercial potato crop from choosing the growing site through to the crop reaching the consumer.
In groups, brainstorm as many jobs and careers as you can that would be involved along the way.
Think about the people who:
· choose and prepare the growing site
· planning crop production
· select cultivars
· cultivate the soil
· test the soil and manage nutrients
· sow and grow the crop
· manage irrigation 
· manage pests and diseases
· operate machinery and technology
· harvest the crop
· transport the crop
· grade, wash and pack the crop
· manage quality and food safety
· sell and market the crop
· deliver the crop to shops and consumers
· manage the agribusiness

Write each career on a separate sticky note.
Share ideas with the rest of the class to form a list of careers.


2. Sort the careers
a. Look at the list of careers and place the careers into the categories below.
	Growing & Horticulture
	Science & Technology
	Machinery & Engineering
	Business & Management
	Transport & Retail

	


	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


b. Some careers could fit into more than one category. Explain why.
c. Choose one career that interests you and research what if involves and the skills required.

3. Class discussion
Discuss:
a. “Growing a crop is not just about growing plants. It takes a whole team of people to get food from the field to the consumer.”
b. Which career surprised you the most? Why?
c. Which career would you most like to learn more about? Why?
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Potato Production: Calendar of Operations

Note: Thi

2 general calendar for potato operations.

g may vary by location and grower. To ensure year-round supply, seed

potatoes are sown in staggered intervals across regions from, early plantings in frost-free Northland in mid-winter to later crops further
South as frost risk declines.
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