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Challenges New Zealand Potato Growers are Facing
 New Zealand potato growers are balancing weather risks, rising costs, unstable prices, shrinking farmland, and shifting consumer demand all at the same time.
1. Climate variability and extreme weather
· Unpredictable weather (heavy rain, storms, droughts) is a major issue 
· Causes waterlogging, disease pressure, and harvest delays 
· In some regions, yields have dropped by up to 20% due to poor weather 
· Increasing frequency of extreme events is making production riskier 
2. Rising production costs
· Costs for inputs (fuel, fertiliser, labour, machinery) are increasing 
· Even with good yields, profit margins are tight 
· Higher costs mean growers do not always benefit financially from producing more 
3. Market pressure and price volatility
· Potato prices are strongly affected by supply and demand 
· Large harvests can push prices down, reducing returns 
· Open-market growers are especially exposed to price fluctuations 
4. Loss of productive land
· High-quality horticultural land is being lost to housing and urban development 
· This reduces the area available for growing potatoes 
· Creates pressure to produce more on less land 
5. Environmental regulations and sustainability pressures
· Stricter rules around water use, soil management, and environmental impact 
· Can increase compliance costs and limit how land is used 
· Growers must balance productivity with sustainability requirements 
6. Consumer perception and demand trends
· Some consumers view potatoes as “unhealthy carbs,” affecting demand growth 
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