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Potato Growing Glossary of Terms
	Certified seed potatoes
	Special potatoes grown to be free from disease and used for planting new crops.

	Crop rotation
	Growing different crops in the same field over time to keep the soil healthy and reduce pests and diseases.

	Defoliation
	The process of removing or killing the leaves of potato plants before harvest to help the potatoes mature and store better.

	Disease
	A problem caused by bacteria, fungi, or viruses that can damage potato plants and reduce yield.

	Drainage
	How well water moves through the soil

	Dry matter
	The solid part of a potato (not water). High dry matter is good for making crispy chips and fries.

	Fertiliser
	Nutrients added to soil to help plants grow better, such as nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium.

	Field history
	Information about what crops were previously grown in a field and how the land was used.

	Fresh market potatoes
	Potatoes sold for people to cook and eat at home.

	Harvesting
	The process of digging up mature potatoes from the ground.

	Hilling
	Pulling soil up around the base of potato plants to protect tubers and help them grow.

	Irrigation
	Supplying water to crops when there is not enough rain.

	Market requirements
	The qualities that potatoes must have to be sold, such as size, shape, and quality.

	Maturity
	When potatoes are fully grown and ready to be harvested.

	Nutrients
	Important substances plants need to grow, like nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P), and potassium (K).

	Pests
	Insects or animals that damage potato plants.

	Soil pH
	A measure of how acidic or alkaline soil is.

	Processing potatoes
	Potatoes grown to be made into products like fries, chips, or mashed potato.

	Seedbed
	Prepared soil where potatoes are planted, usually soft and well-structured.

	Site selection
	Choosing the best place to grow potatoes based on soil, climate, and past land use.

	Soil structure
	How soil particles are arranged, which affects water movement and root growth.

	Specific gravity
	A measure of how dense a potato is. Higher values mean better quality for frying.

	Tuber
	The part of the potato plant that grows underground and is eaten (the potato itself).

	Tuber bulking
	The stage when potatoes grow bigger underground.

	Variety
	A type of potato with specific characteristics, such as size, colour, or cooking use.

	Waterlogging
	When soil becomes too wet and filled with water.

	Yield
	The number of potatoes produced from a crop.
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