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– Year 8 to 13)
Geography and Social Studies
4.1 Global Potato Mapping
Instructions

Materials Needed:
· World map or globe
· Markers or coloured pens/pencils
· Paper or large poster board
· Access to research tools (books, internet, or encyclopaedia)
· Potato variety images (optional)
· Stickers or printouts of potato varieties (optional)
· Compass (for creating maps if needed)
· Ruler (for drawing straight lines or borders)

Setup:
1. Prepare a large world map or globe for students to reference. You can print a world map or use an interactive map if available.
2. Provide access to research materials, whether physical or digital, so students can learn about the history of potatoes and their global spread.
3. Arrange students into small groups for collaborative research and mapping.

Activity Instructions:
1. Research the Origins of Potatoes:
· Start by discussing the history of the potato. Explain that the potato originated in the Andes region of South America, specifically in modern-day Peru and Bolivia.
· Have students research how potatoes were first cultivated by ancient civilizations, and how they spread to other parts of the world through European exploration in the 16th century. They should also look at how different potato varieties adapted to various climates across the world.
2. Select Potato Varieties for Mapping:
· Research and identify various potato varieties that are grown around the world. Examples include: 
· Russet potatoes (USA, Canada)
· Yukon Gold (Canada)
· Maris Piper (UK)
· Purple Majesty (USA, Europe)
· Kipfler potatoes (Australia)
· Aloo (India)
· Papa Amarilla (Peru)
· Provide images of these varieties or printed information about their origin and uses.


3. Map Potato Distribution:
· Assign each group of students a set of potato varieties to research in more depth, focusing on their origin, climatic requirements, and where they are primarily grown today.
· Have students mark their findings on the world map, using different colours or stickers to indicate where each variety is grown. For example, one colour for Europe, another for North America, and so on.
· Students can use lines or arrows to trace the spread of potatoes from the Andes to Europe, North America, Asia, and other parts of the world.
4. Create a Visual Potato Map:
· Once the research is complete, students can create a large, colourful world map, highlighting the countries or regions where different potato varieties are grown. They should label each country and variety, and can include small facts or symbols (e.g., a picture of a potato next to the country) to make the map visually appealing and informative.
· Encourage creativity by adding additional features to the map, such as photos or illustrations of potatoes, climate icons (sun, rain, snow), and arrows showing how potatoes spread.
5. Class Discussion and Presentation:
· Have students present their findings to the class, explaining where the different varieties of potatoes are grown, how potatoes adapted to various climates, and how their spread has influenced global cuisine and agriculture.
· Discuss the broader significance of potatoes in global food security and nutrition, particularly their role in feeding populations around the world.
6. Reflection:
· After presentations, students can reflect on how the potato has become a global crop and how geography, climate, and human activity played a role in the spread of this versatile food.
· Optionally, students can write a short summary or report on the potato’s journey from the Andes to the world.

Safety Note:
· Ensure students handle materials carefully, especially scissors, rulers, or other tools for preparing the map.
· If students are using the internet, monitor for appropriate research sources and guide them in using reliable websites.

Learning Outcomes:
· Geography Skills: Students will develop an understanding of how agriculture is influenced by geography, climate, and culture.
· Global Awareness: Students will explore the global journey of the potato, from its origins in the Andes to its spread worldwide.
· Cultural and Historical Understanding: This activity will help students connect the potato’s spread to cultural exchange and the development of cuisines around the world.
· Mapping and Data Visualisation: Students will practice mapping skills and learn to visualise data about food production and distribution.

By the end of the activity, students will have a deeper understanding of the global impact of potatoes and will be able to appreciate how this humble crop has shaped cultures and cuisines around the world.
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