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Wattie's whopper tomato harvest
Read “Wattie's whopper tomato harvest”. Discuss and answer questions.1. What new tomato production record did Wattie's achieve this season, and how much did each tomato plant produce on average?
2. How has tomato production changed over the past 20 years? Use information from the article to support your answer.
3. Why did Wattie's describe this season as a "bumper season"? Give at least two reasons.
4. What challenges did the harvest team face during the season, and how did they continue harvesting successfully?
5. What products are made from the processing tomatoes harvested by Wattie's? List at least four products mentioned in the article.
6. What management practices or technologies do you think may have helped growers achieve such high tomato yields this season? Explain your answer using what you have learned about processing tomato production.
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Wattie's says it hit a new record crop this season.

Wattie’s says the latest tomato harvest season has seen some of the highest yielding tomato paddocks in the company’s 50-year history.
This season, Wattie’s says it hit a new record with a crop of 140 metric tons per hectare, the equivalent of 5.6kg per plant.
It makes for a 5% increase on the highest yield previously achieved and is 40% higher than Wattie’s 5-year average yield.
Twenty years ago, the 5-year average tomato harvest was 80 metric tons per hectare.
The tomato harvest season started in mid-February and since then has been going 24 hours a day. Over that time, Wattie’s harvested and processed 39,000 metric tons of field tomatoes.
Wattie’s managing director Neil Heffer says that collectively the company’s Hawke’s Bay tomato growers have contributed to a ‘bumper season’.
“Our harvest team have worked extremely hard to keep the machinery operating through several wet weather spells to maximise our yield from each tomato crop. We couldn’t be prouder of the team in delivering the key ingredient to many of our Wattie’s products,” Heffer says.
“We are fortunate to have a local family helping with the tomato harvest, a family that has done so for more than two decades. They operate the harvesters and tractors right through the harvest season, approximately 70 days, day and night and we are extremely grateful for their support again this year.”
Wattie’s tomatoes are used in products like tomato paste as well as peeled, diced and canned tomato products. Others are put through a tomato evaporator and turned into condensed tomato paste which is then used in soups, baked beans, and tinned spaghetti.
Answers
1. What new tomato production record did Wattie's achieve this season, and how much did each tomato plant produce on average?
Wattie's achieved its highest-ever processing tomato yield, producing 140 metric tonnes of tomatoes per hectare. This was a new company record and was 5% higher than the previous highest yield. On average, each tomato plant produced about 5.6 kg of tomatoes during the season.

2. How has tomato production changed over the past 20 years? Use information from the article to support your answer.
Tomato production has increased significantly over the past 20 years. Twenty years ago, the average harvest was 80 tonnes per hectare, while this season the crop reached 140 tonnes per hectare. This is an increase of 60 tonnes per hectare, showing that growers are producing much more fruit from the same area of land. The article also states that this year's harvest was 40% higher than Wattie's five-year average, showing that productivity has continued to improve.

3. Why did Wattie's describe this season as a "bumper season"? Give at least two reasons.
Wattie's called it a "bumper season" because:
· The company achieved its highest tomato yield in its 50-year history.
· Growers harvested a record 140 tonnes per hectare.
· A total of 39,000 metric tonnes of field-grown tomatoes were harvested and processed.
· The harvest team worked successfully through periods of wet weather to maximise the crop.
· Local growers and harvesting teams worked together to produce an excellent crop despite challenging conditions.

4. What challenges did the harvest team face during the season, and how did they continue harvesting successfully?
The harvest team faced several periods of wet weather, which can make harvesting difficult because wet soil can slow machinery and increase the risk of damaging crops.
Despite these challenges, the team:
· Operated harvesting machinery 24 hours a day during the harvest season.
· Worked for approximately 70 days, both day and night.
· Used experienced operators and reliable harvesting equipment to keep harvesting whenever conditions allowed.
· Worked closely with local farming families who had many years of harvesting experience.
Their teamwork and careful planning helped maximise the number of tomatoes harvested.
5. What products are made from the processing tomatoes harvested by Wattie's? List at least four products mentioned in the article.
The processing tomatoes are used to make a variety of products, including:
· Tomato paste
· Peeled tomatoes
· Diced tomatoes
· Canned tomatoes
· Condensed tomato paste
· Soups
· Baked beans
· Tinned spaghetti
These products are manufactured at the processing factory after the tomatoes are harvested.

6. What management practices or technologies do you think may have helped growers achieve such high tomato yields this season? Explain your answer using what you have learned about processing tomato production.
Several good management practices and technologies likely contributed to the record harvest:
· Careful soil preparation provided healthy conditions for root growth and strong plant development.
· Crop rotation reduced pests and diseases, helping plants stay healthy throughout the growing season.
· Regular irrigation ensured the tomatoes received enough water during dry periods.
· Soil testing and fertiliser application supplied the nutrients needed for high yields.
· Integrated Pest Management (IPM) helped control insects and diseases while protecting crop health.
· High-yielding determinate tomato varieties produced large numbers of tomatoes that ripened evenly.
· Mechanical harvesting allowed ripe tomatoes to be harvested quickly and efficiently, reducing losses.
· Good teamwork between growers, harvest contractors, and the processing factory ensured tomatoes were harvested at the correct stage of ripeness and processed quickly to maintain quality.
Together, these practices helped growers produce a healthy crop with excellent yields and high-quality tomatoes for processing.
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