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Tomato growing terminology
	Annual crop
	A crop grown and harvested within one year or growing season.

	Biological control
	Using beneficial organisms, such as insects or microbes, to control pests and diseases naturally.

	Canopy
	The leaves and stems that make up the upper part of a plant.

	Cultivar
	A cultivated variety of a plant selected for specific characteristics such as yield, flavour, or disease resistance.

	Determinate tomato
	A bush-type tomato plant that grows to a fixed size and produces most fruit over a short period.

	Disease-free seed
	Seed that has been tested and confirmed to be free from important plant pathogens.

	Electrical conductivity (EC)
	A measurement used to check the concentration of dissolved nutrients in a fertigation solution.

	Fertigation
	The application of dissolved fertilisers through an irrigation system.

	Grafting
	Joining a tomato shoot (scion) onto a disease-resistant rootstock to improve plant vigour and resistance.

	Greenhouse
	A controlled growing structure where environmental conditions such as temperature and humidity can be managed.

	Hydroponics
	Growing plants without soil using nutrient solutions and soilless growing media.

	Indeterminate tomato
	A vining tomato plant that continues growing and producing fruit throughout the season.

	Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
	A pest management approach combining monitoring, prevention, biological control, environmental management, and targeted chemical use.

	Laterals (side shoots
	Small shoots that grow from the main tomato stem and are removed during plant training.

	Macronutrients
	Essential plant nutrients required in large amounts, including nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium.

	Pollination
	The transfer of pollen from the male part of a flower to the female part, allowing fruit development.

	Rootstock
	The lower part of a grafted plant that provides strong roots and disease resistance.

	Scion
	The upper part of a grafted plant that produces the fruit.

	Soilless growing media
	Materials such as rockwool or coco coir used instead of soil to support plant roots.

	Truss
	A cluster of tomato fruit growing together on a single flower stem.

	Ventilation
	The movement of air through a greenhouse to control temperature, humidity, and plant health.

	Yield
	The amount of crop produced, usually measured as kilograms per square metre (kg/m²) or tonnes per hectare (t/ha).
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