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Commercial Vegetable Production Glossary
	Annual crop (long-term)
	A crop that takes a longer time to grow and is usually harvested once per year (e.g. potatoes, onions).

	Annual crop (short-term)
	A crop that grows quickly and can be planted and harvested many times a year (e.g. lettuce, broccoli).

	Bulb
	A short underground stem surrounded by fleshy leaves that store food (e.g. onion).

	Cell
	The smallest living unit that makes up all plants.

	Cell membrane
	Controls what enters and leaves the cell.

	Cell wall
	A strong outer layer that supports and protects the cell.

	Chlorophyll
	A green substance in plants that absorbs sunlight for photosynthesis.

	Chloroplast
	The part of the cell where photosynthesis happens.

	Climate
	The usual weather conditions of a place over a long time.

	Coconut fibre
	A natural growing material made from coconut husks, used in hydroponics.

	Cortex
	Plant tissue that stores food and helps support the plant.

	Cytoplasm
	A jelly-like substance inside the cell where chemical reactions happen.

	Epidermis (epidermal tissue)
	The outer layer of a plant that protects it.

	Export
	Sending goods or products to other countries to be sold.

	Fertigation
	Supplying nutrients to plants through irrigation water.

	Fertile soil
	Soil that contains the nutrients plants need to grow well.

	Flower
	The reproductive part of a plant (e.g. broccoli).

	Food security
	Having a reliable supply of safe and nutritious food.

	Friable soil
	Soil that is crumbly and easy to work, ideal for plant growth.

	Fruit
	The part of a plant that contains seeds (e.g. tomato).

	Glasshouse
	A structure where plants are grown under controlled conditions.

	Growing media
	The material plants grow in, such as soil or soilless materials.

	Guard cells
	Cells that control the opening and closing of stomata.

	Hydroponics
	A method of growing plants without soil using water and nutrients.

	Irrigation
	The process of supplying water to crops.

	Leaf
	A plant organ that makes food for the plant.

	Market gardening
	Growing vegetables on a large scale to sell.

	Mesophyll cells
	Leaf cells where photosynthesis occurs.

	Mesophyll tissue
	Leaf tissue that carries out photosynthesis.

	Nucleus
	The control centre of the cell that contains DNA.

	Open-field production
	Growing crops outdoors in soil.

	Organ
	A plant part made of different tissues working together (e.g. root, stem, leaf).

	Parenchyma cells
	Cells that store food and water in plants.

	Perennial crop
	A crop that grows and produces for several years (e.g. asparagus).

	Phloem
	Tissue that transports sugars (food) around the plant.

	Photosynthesis
	The process plants use to make food using sunlight, water, and carbon dioxide.

	Pith
	The centre of the stem that stores nutrients.

	Pore spaces
	Small gaps in soil that hold air and water.

	Pumice
	A lightweight volcanic rock used as a growing medium.

	Root
	The part of the plant that grows underground and absorbs water (e.g. carrot).

	Root hair cells
	Specialised cells that absorb water and minerals from the soil.

	Root system
	The underground part of the plant that anchors it and absorbs water.

	Rockwool
	A man-made material used in hydroponics to support plant growth.

	Seasonal crop
	A crop that grows during certain times of the year.

	Seed
	A plant embryo that can grow into a new plant (e.g. peas).

	Shoot system
	The above-ground parts of the plant (stems, leaves, flowers).

	Soil structure
	The way soil particles are arranged.

	Specialised cell
	A cell that has a specific job and shape.

	Stem
	The part of the plant that supports it and transports water and nutrients (e.g. celery).

	Stomata
	Tiny openings in leaves that allow gases to move in and out.

	Structure and function
	The idea that how something is built helps it do its job.

	Sustainable practices
	Farming methods that protect the environment for the future.

	Tissue
	A group of similar cells working together to perform a function.

	Tuber
	A thick underground stem used to store food (e.g. potato).

	Vacuole
	A large space in a cell that stores water and keeps the plant firm.

	Vascular tissue
	Tissue that transports water, minerals, and food through the plant.

	Xylem
	Tissue that carries water and minerals from roots to the rest of the plant.
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